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Local Bike Association to Call Attention to Death of Cyclist with “Ghost Bike” Ceremony, Calls for 
Full Investigation 
 
Who: The Washington Area Bicyclist Association 
What: Press conference on the death of a cyclist yesterday 
Where/When: Intersection of Connecticut Ave and Q Streets, NW at 6:30pm July 9th 
Why: To highlight the need for better bicycle safety and driver education efforts in the DC region 
 
The Washington Area Bicyclist Association (WABA) will install a ‘ghost bike’ as part of a news conference 
tonight to call on the Metropolitan Police Department to conduct a full investigation into the death of Alice 
Swanson  while riding a bicycle in Washington, DC, yesterday. The news conference will also highlight the 
need for improved bicycling safety and driver education efforts throughout the DC region.  Part of the 
ceremony will include the installation of a “ghost bike” at the intersection where Ms. Swanson killed.  Ghost 
bikes are somber memorials for bicyclists who are killed or hit on the street. A bicycle which has been 
painted white will be locked to a street sign near the crash site to serve as a reminder of the tragedy and 
as a quiet statement in support of cyclists' right to safe travel.  Cyclists and others who attend the 
ceremony are encouraged to bring bike lights and flowers. 
 
On the morning of July 8

th
, Alice Swanson, a 22-year old riding to work in Washington, DC, was struck and 

killed by a trash truck at the intersection of 20
th
 and R Streets, NW.  According to police reports, Ms. 

Swanson was riding west on R Street when she was struck at the intersection by a trash truck making a 
right turn onto 20

th
.  The police have not filed charges against the driver.  

 
 “All too often drivers are let off the hook when their negligence leads to serious injury or death of a cyclist 
or pedestrian”, said Eric Gilliland, WABA’s executive director.   “’I didn’t see them’ is too often accepted as 
an excuse that results in a small fine or no punishment at all. While we cannot comment on the particulars 
of this case, we expect the Metropolitan Police Department to conduct a thorough examination of this 
crash and hold the driver fully responsible if he was at fault.”   
 
More and more people are turning to bicycling for transportation in the wake of high gas prices.  That 
makes safety improvements for cyclists and improved education of drivers all the more necessary.  Among 
the most important needs cited by WABA are the need for improved law enforcement training and greater 
enforcement of traffic laws, increased fines or prosecution when drivers strike cyclists or pedestrians, 
improved driver and cyclist education efforts, and more public service announcement campaigns aimed at 
drivers and cyclists. 
 
“We can only hope that everyone will learn to slow down, be aware and share the road”, Gilliland said.  
 
About the Washington Area Bicyclist Association 
 
Established in 1972, WABA is a local non-profit bicycling safety and education organization dedicated to 
promoting safe cycling for transportation and recreation.  The association offers free Confident City Cycling 
classes to adults and reaches thousands of area school children each year with its bike and pedestrian 
safety courses.  WABA has also produced a variety of safety materials including a Safe Bicycling in the 
Washington Area guide, a Pocket Guide to DC Bike Laws, and numerous others designed both to 
encourage cycling and to make it safer.  


