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National Park Service Emphasizes Common Sense Thinking and
Practical Advice for Ways to Best Experience Inaugural Events while
enjoying Inaugural Interpretive and Educational Offerings

Washington, D.C. - With possible record crowds expected to show up on the National Mall
and along Pennsylvania Avenue National Historic Site, the National Park Service (NPS) seeks to
provide suggestions for how to best experience the 44" Presidential Inaugural events.

Among the determinants of what participants will remember of their Inaugural experience will
be the weather. The NPS strongly urges everyone who intends to participate in the Inaugural
events to pay close attention to the weather forecast, especially 24- to- 36 hours before the event.
January weather in Washington could easily include snow, freezing rain, drizzle, ice or a
combination of all of these forms of precipitation. Dressing appropriately based on the weather
forecast will help ensure a positive experience.

NPS ranger staffs from 15 national parks in the Greater Washington area have created
presidentially- themed programs and events for all visitors before, during and after the
Inauguration. Many locations, including the White House Visitor Center’s Inaugural Junior
Ranger program (except on January 20) and the National Mall & Memorial Parks roving rangers
will offer educational programs for children and adults.

The NPS also suggests the following:

e Dressinlayers. This means wearing multiple layers of clothing that can either be
removed or added depending on what weather and what temperatures are encountered.
It should be expected the temperature—apart from any precipitation—will vary, possibly
considerably, from early morning to mid- afternoon to early evening. Walking great
distances generates body heat and perspiration, and anyone walking a good distance will
become warm, at least temporarily. However, upon arriving at the location where the
visitor will stand to view the Inaugural activities for a number of hours, the person may
become chilled. Wearing multiple layers of clothing, some of which may be removed
temporarily to allow for cooling, affords all visitors the ability to self- regulate their body
temperature and may reduce the possibility of catching a cold or other illness.

e Wear waterproof footwear; leave the open- toed high heels and flip- flops at home! Itis
a virtual certainty that visitors will be on their feet for many hours on Inauguration Day
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and will walk distances to arrive at their viewing location. What visitors wear on their
feet—especially if it is rainy, snowy or cold—will quickly determine the type of
experience they will have. If your feet are wet, cold or both, a miserable experience will
likely ensue. While some visitors may want to “dress to impress,” spending multiple
hours outdoors in potentially wet or snowy conditions will require wearing waterproof
boots and socks which breathe that will allow anyone’s feet to remain dry all day.

e Reality check: Walking is highly likely. The NPS asks all visitors to ask themselves
before coming to the Inaugural events whether they, and others with, them have the
physical stamina to walk good distances from home to the Inaugural events, to stand for
multiple hours in what could be a small, confined and possibly wet and cold space, and
to then walk home. The NPS also asks all visitors to think first about how many
personal items are really needed, as the NPS expects all personal items brought to the
National Mall or to Pennsylvania Avenue National Historic Site to be brought back
home with the person who brought the item. The concept of “less is more” applies.

While the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority (WMATA) is planning
to run eight- car Metrorail trains all day beginning at 4:00 a.m. and express Metrobuses
on key bus routes, “Metro” has said it expects to be running at “crush capacity” all day.
Chances are great that not all visitors wishing to ride Metrorail or Metrobus will be
accommodated in the timeframe they hope for. Thus, walking to and from all events
may be a reality for many visitors.

NOTE: The NPS suggests non- ticket holding visitors make their decision ahead of
time which location they will attempt to access for Inauguration Day. With large crowds
expected, it will be virtually impossible to move between the swearing in along the
National Mall to the parade route on Pennsylvania Avenue National Historic Site on
Inauguration Day.
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